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Editor’s Note

British composer Alice Mary Smith (1839-1884) was in her mid 20’s when she
wrote her first compositions for orchestra. It is likely Vivian Overture was written
during this time, but there is no definitive timeline for the work. Despite the many
challenges faced by a female composer in Victorian era Great Britain, Smith’s
compositions during this period received a high level of praise from the British
press. Even with this early praise, Smith never received the long-term
recognization her talents deserved. Due to a number of factors, the first of her
orchestral compositions was not even published until the early 2000s.

This edition is based entirely on Smith’s original manuscript. It is highly edited
including an update to modern instrumentation and the addition of missing/
inconsistent dynamics and articulations.

Instrumentation:

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones
Timpani

Strings
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